THE   SHAKESPEARIAN  PLAY                    1$
Turning over some favounte authors he comes acioss an
old Scottish story The name 'Macbeth' thrills him It
rhymes with death Another play will be needed shortly to
act before the new King from Scotland A Scottish play
would be apt Morcovei, the Scottish setting, with its weird
and Gaelic associations, the deep-sunk legends and supei-
stitions that cling to lonely glens and mist-scaifed hills, all
appeal to him He begins to feel his play as a quahty, it
takes colour and some vague proportion in the womb of his
mind I his play will deal with black, abysmal, and super-
natural evil
But for the very setting it suggests the story of Macbeth is
unsuitable Macbeth lulled the King* of Scotland openly, a
declared rebel, whereas what ifc wanted is a central act
essentially dishonourable, dastardly, and unforgivable
Something that would keep you awake at night He turns
over the pages of Hohnshed and decides to borrow the crime
of Macdonwald and fuse it to his story Then why not call
the play Macdonwald^ No, that would never sound so well
The play is to be Macbeth he is sure of it And it is, to be
more intense^ moie soaked in horror of blood, more abyssal
in Us soundings, than any play his public has seen They are
still drawn to tragedies of blood which is fortunate* since
his tiagic gemus has more work to do But even if they were
not, at tins stage in his career, he would not care His
imagination is now poweifully at woik, a hound at the
scent
There is one difficulty Julius Caesar was killed grandly
on the stage, and the scene was a great success This murder
must be more powerful still, yet somehow no sort of open
and active assassination will be so sickenmgly evil and
nightmarish as his vague idea demands But aetion is his
usual medium, visible action IIis idea demands* it would
seem, a dramatic loss which, he has long ago discovered,
must be impossible, since the two arc not properly distinct
There must be a solution He remembers how heavy the
of evil is to be the Scottish and Celtic